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City of Houston Loses Bid to Have Its Firefighters’ Pension Statute Declared 
Unconstitutional 

 
Houston, TX – May 9, 2014:   The Houston Firefighters’ Relief and Retirement Fund (“the 
Fund”) won a major victory in defense of a City of Houston lawsuit.  The 190th District Court 
rejected the City’s petition to have the statute governing the firefighters’ pension declared 
unconstitutional.  The order is final and it dismisses the City’s suit with prejudice.  The law 
governing the Fund had been changed or updated over the years by the legislature, but has 
operated constitutionally for 77 years to provide retirement and disability benefits to Houston 
firefighters and their families. 
 
“We are pleased the Court has upheld the rights of Houston firefighters and their families,” says 
Todd E. Clark, Chairman of the Fund.  “The City had no basis to bring this legal challenge.  We 
are very pleased that the Court agreed with the firefighters’ position.   Both City and Fund 
resources have been wasted in a meritless lawsuit.” 
 
“The Houston City Council was denied the opportunity to vote on whether to bring the lawsuit, 
and the Mayor advanced it under her own authority,” said Clark. 
 
The statutes that govern the Fund are thorough and reasonable, employing a sound formula that 
determines contributions.   The City of Houston pays only 20% of the cost of benefits going to 
retired firefighters with the remaining 80% coming from the Fund’s highly successful 
investments and the firefighters themselves. 
 
The Fund was created by state statute, and since its founding in 1937, it has been administered 
by its Board of Trustees as provided in the statute.   Additionally, the Fund reports to the state 
Pension Review Board (PRB), an agency of the state of Texas, and the Fund files copies of the 
actuarial valuations, appraisal reports, annual audits and performs all reporting required of it by 
the PRB.   The size of the Fund’s assets have grown over the years.   The market value of the 
Fund assets in 1988 was approximately $468 million, today its assets are approximately $3.8 
billion. 
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